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Majesty's measures, and takes great pains to counteract the negotiation.'" In official documents Whitworth and Fawkener depict him as a vain, meddlesome, ignorant person, concerned with stockjobbing no less than with diplomacy. But it is certain that his presence at St. Petersburg, and the biassed information which he supplied, greatly harmed the cause of the Allies; and Pitt, after seeing copies of Adair's letters, was justified in hinting that his action had prejudiced the success of Britain's efforts at St. Petersburg. As for Fox, Catharine showed her regard for him by placing his bust between those of Demosthenes and Cicero in her palace; and Adair, on his departure, received from the hands of Potemkin a ring containing her miniature.8
Such is the story of this singular " mission." Even before its details were fully known at Whitehall, Ministers debated whether they should not take action against Adair. On 29th July Gren-ville wrote to Auckland, ft propos also of a recent letter of Fox to liarnave; "Is not the idea of Ministers from Opposition to the different Courts of Europe a new one in tin's country? I never heard of it before, and should think that, if it can be proved, I mean legally proved, it would go very near to an im-peachable misdemeanour."'1 Ministers, however, decided to treat Adair's " mission " with the silence of contempt. Probably their judgement was correct; for the finesse of Vorontxoff and Catharine, if fully revealed to the world, would have covered the Opposition with obloquy, but the Cabinet with ridicule; and in politics the latter alternative is more to be feared. Apart, therefore, from one scornfully vague reference by Pitt to the damage done to the nation's interests by a partisan intrigue at St. Petersburg, little was heard of the affair.
o *
The reader who wades through the dreary debates on the Russian Question early in 1792 will probably conclude that Adair's tour belongs to the annals, not of diplomacy, but of electioneering.1 Fox, Grey, Sheridan, and Whitbread proved to their own satisfaction, from Russian sources of information, that Pitt, besides wasting the public money on futile preparations for
1 B.M. Add. MSS., 34438.
' "F. 0.," Russia, 22.  Whitworth to Grenville, 5th August.
5 B.M. Add. MSS., 34438. Wraxall (i, 202; ii, 34) thought Fox deserved impeachment for sending" Adair.
4 "Pail. Hist.," xxix, 849-1000. Whitbread's motion was finally negatived by 244 to n6(ist March 1792).*  " Memorials of Fox," ii, 383-7.
